FRE 260 -- Printemps 2022
Carole Kruger

CALENDRIER

The course syllabus is a living document and subject to change to accommodate the pace of the class. The calendar below reflects general topics and major assignments.   Readings and viewings from other sources will be posted in Moodle.  I’m counting on you to check Moodle on a regular basis to see updated assignments. 

RECURRING ASSIGNMENTS:
· Le mot de la semaine Starting Week 3, and ending in April, each Thursday a student volunteer (or, lacking that, une victime) will be responsible for sharing a mot de la semaine.  The volunteer will be selected on Tuesday for Thursday’s class.  The mot du jour should have a connection to a reading or to l’actualité.
· Le journal en français facile On weekdays, Radio France Internationale (RFI) posts on its website (and companion podcast) a 10-minute news broadcast (link posted on Moodle).  Typically, each broadcast covers 2-3 topics of national or international importance.  Sometimes the main headline is about France, but not always.   Occasionally, as was the case last year of the inauguration of American president Joe Biden, there will be only one topic.  The web-based version features a written transcription of the broadcast so that you can test your listening comprehension skills and learn the spelling of new vocabulary words.  You are to listen to the journal en français facile at least twice each week (more is always better!)  Then choose one story that you will summarize in a Moodle post of 100 words.
· Revue de presse Moodle assignments to summarize/comment articles in print press.
· Exchanges with French university conversation partners. Your mission: engage in four 15-minute conversations over the course of the semester.  Details to follow.

MIDTERM EXAM:  (20 % of final grade)

ONGOING PODCAST PROJECT:  (20% of final grade)
Your final project for the course will be to collaborate in groups of 3-4 to create a 5-7 minute long podcast on a topic of your team’s choosing.  You are not expected to have any prior experience in podcast production – there will be support along the way!   Interim deadlines:
· Tuesday 1 February: Welcome Thomas Espy from the Library’s Digital Learning team who will visit our class remotely and present an overview and some basics
· Thursday 17 February: Provide the names of the members of each group
· Thursday 24 February: Submit the subject of your podcast
· Tuesday 5 April: Submit the rough cut of your podcast
· Thursday 21 April: Submit final, polished version of your podcast




