Contemporary France (FRE 260) Podcast: The Assignment
The general purpose of FRE 260 is twofold: to foster the acquisition of knowledge about contemporary French culture and to enable you to further develop your linguistic skills in French. We will concentrate on key aspects of identity and society in metropolitan France as we hold the following question in mind: “Qu’est-ce qu’être français aujourd’hui?”  We will distinguish between generalizations and cultural stereotypes, and examine ways in which French people represent themselves to others, as well as ways they often appear to the rest of the world.  We will also consider societal and political forces that are shaping everyday life in the 21st century and try to define what constitutes a French perspective on contemporary issues, both domestic and international.  To summarize: you will be deepening your understanding of French identity and society while honing your capacity to analyze, articulate, debate, and defend ideas in French. 
For the podcast assignment, you will work in small groups and engage with a theme or topic related to contemporary French society (e.g., économie, politique, éducation, immigration, culture, santé).  That topic will be the focus of the story you aim to tell in your podcast.  You may assume that the audience for your podcast is familiar with contemporary French culture and the themes and/or topics you include in the podcast; in other words, they probably have a good understanding of their surroundings, unless you choose to use the fish out of water trope in your story. With this in mind, decide which story – and what kind of story -- you want to pitch. You will then be divided into groups, based on your feedback. Your group will write a treatment/script for your podcast, which may include archival research, secondary and primary sources, interviews (previously recorded and/or new ones are fine), and/or discussions between hosts to tell an analytical story, among other methods discussed. Finally, your group will record and edit a rough cut and a final cut of your podcast.
Contemporary France Podcast Final Project: The Components (20% of final grade)
Working in groups of 3 to 4, students will create and publish a podcast, 5-8 minutes in length, about a topic that expands on a course theme. The formulation of the topic, the creation of the narrative, and the planning, recording, editing of the podcast will be part of an ongoing process that will take place as the semester progresses.  Once the groups are assigned, Thomas will create a Google Drive folder for each group and post the links in Moodle. Each group will submit their treatment, rough cut, final cut, release forms, and supporting documents to their corresponding folder throughout the semester. Note: access to each folder will only be given to each member of the given group, Carole, Thomas, and Maddy.
 
· In-Class Podcast Project Pitch (5%)
· Individual in-class podcast pitch -- Tuesday February 15th
· Podcast Pitch Rankings Form -- submit by Friday February 18th (10 pm EST)
· Group members announced -- Tuesday February 22nd 
· Podcast Treatment Draft (5%)
· Due to Google Drive folder (link in Moodle) – Friday March 4th by 10:00 pm
· Feedback on treatment, virtual meeting during class time, Tues March 8th
·  Rough Cut of Podcast
· Due to Google Drive folder (link in Moodle), Thursday March 31st (10pm EST)
· Final Podcast Project, Treatment and Supporting Materials (10%)
· Due to Google Drive folder (link in Moodle), Thursday April 21th (10pm EST)
How to get support:

Schedule an appointment with Dr. Kruger to chat about sources, themes, and how your podcast relates to contemporary French culture. I’m happy to talk about content. 
 
Schedule an appointment with Thomas Espy using this link to chat about your pitch, treatment, putting a podcast together, telling a story through a podcast, and all technical aspects of your project. 
 

What is a Podcast Pitch?  

The pitch is you describing your podcast idea to your classmates. Everyone will present for 3.5 - 4 minutes. 
Thomas recommends that you spend 2.5 to 3 minutes on the story that you want to tell.  
· What is the hook to your story?  
· What is the title of your podcast? (This can be a working title)
· What is the theme that you will focus on in your podcast? Share the main theme/story of your podcast for the first minute and/or minute and half. 
· Who is the main character?  
· Why are you the person to tell this story? 

And spend 30 seconds – 1 minute or so describing the technical aspects of your podcast.  
· Will it be an interview, fictional story, docu-series type, discussion based, or some mixed method? 
· Whose perspective will be highlighted? 
· Sounds? Techniques? These can be potential ideas—they don’t have to be set in stone. 

Thomas will record the pitches on Tuesday February 15th via Zoom (link posted to Moodle) and you can go back and listen to them if need be. However, by Friday, February 18th at 10 pm EST, you need to rank your top choices of which podcast you would like to work on.  Thomas will announce the groups by Tuesday 22nd. 

What is a Treatment?

This is the script for your podcast. Just like a written essay, it should have an opening, body section with supporting evidence, and conclusion. But, in a podcast, your opening should be the hook to your story that introduces listeners to you and your topic while pulling them in to listen more. Some ideas for how to start are here. The body of your podcast can be thought of as segments rather than paragraphs. Check out this source for how you might break up your segments. And, the conclusion should tie the podcast to your larger “so-what.” In the case of a fiction/ historical-fiction narrative podcast, the “so what” is the conclusion to the story, which could be open-ended (how did the characters’ change, what did they learn, how did they grow, etc.).

You can always book a meeting with Thomas to learn more about how to write your treatment/script. The amount of detail in the script is up to you. It can be an outline, or it can be word-for-word, but/and this choice will likely be dictated at least in part by the format you choose for your podcast (A roundtable discussion? An interview(s) with an expert? An unfolding narrative? Mixed method?)
The treatment (written in English) is due to your group’s Google Drive folder Friday, March 4th at noon. Thomas and Maddy will join us in class on Tuesday, March 8th to provide feedback. 


How to Record and Edit your Podcast?

Thomas recommends that you record and edit your podcast in Audacity, which is free editing audio software, but there are other audio editing programs available on campus computers (Adobe Audition and Premiere Pro. 

As you edit and mix the podcast, you are welcome to diverge from the treatment script by cutting parts out and arranging audio in a different order than initially planned. Just make sure that it is always clear to a listener who is speaking at any given moment. You are also required to incorporate at least 3 audio samples (e.g., sound effects, music), which you can record yourself or find online. 
The Rough Cut of your podcast is due to your group’s Google Drive folder by Thursday, March 31st  at 10pm. Thomas will record and send a video with feedback for each podcast group. You can then book a meeting with Thomas to get additional feedback, support, or advice if you choose.

Podcast Submission: Upload the final cut of your podcast to your group’s Google Drive folder by Thursday April 21st at 10 pm EST.
Assign one group member to upload the final cut of your podcast to your group’s Google Drive folder as an .mp3 file. You should name the .mp3 file with the title of your podcast. Also, each group should upload a release form for each group member as well as anybody else who participated in the podcast

Grading Rubric
 
Your podcast will be evaluated according to the criteria listed below.  The group grade will be the same for every group member. In addition, each group member will be asked to turn in a peer evaluation.  
 
Group Grade
Makes connections between this story and the larger contemporary French culture:	20 points
Overall story structure (a clear beginning, middle, and end):				20 points
Organization facilitates comprehension and keeps listener interested via:
·       An intro that establishes clear purpose and engages listener immediately	15 points
·       Smooth transitions between segments/scenes				10 points 
·       A conclusion that summarizes key points and provides a final “So what?”	15 points
Delivery is well rehearsed, smooth, and conversational:				10 points
Includes at least 3 audio samples that enhance mood, quality, & understanding:	10 points
Total:											100 points
 

. 
 

Peer Evaluation Submission: 
Each group member will fill out the attached peer evaluation sheet assessing their partner’s contributions to the project. The purpose of this is to hold each other accountable for robust participation in the project. As long as you submit this under the Peer Evaluation assignment tab (rather than posting it to the forum), only I will be able to see what you’ve written. 
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